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AMERICAN OLD TESTAMENT SCHOLARS: 
JAMES STRONG, S. T. D., LL. D. 

By Rev. J. W. Mendenhall, D. D., 

Editor of the Methodist Review, New York City. 

In the study of a scholar of high rank in literature, and of 
general distinction for great achievements in original re- 
search and investigation, we might relate the biographical 
facts of his life, finding in them the germs of prophetic 
development ; or focus the inquiry on the turning-points in 
his history, philosophizing on their relation to final issues ; 
or indulge with lively interest in a portraiture of the man as 
he is in the fullness of his powers and fame, with a brief 
analysis of the faculties by the aid of which he has acquired 
enduring usefulness. 

Professor James Strong, of Drew Theological Seminary, 
Madison, N. J., scholar, litterateur, author, traveler, educator, 
Hebraist, cyclopaedist, and linguist, is entitled to a biog- 
raphy, but one cannot be written in a few pages; as an 
eminent American thinker, sustaining relations to the devel- 
opment of American thought, he deserves full characteriza- 
tion, yet we must omit the consideration of his work in this 
broad aspect; but as a literary figure, well known in the cir- 
cles of scholars, with many great literary aims fulfilled and 
others in process of fulfillment, we may briefly epitomize him, 
bringing to the surface those qualities that distinguish him 
from other workers, or constitute the sources of his individ- 
uality. That he has made an enduring impression upon his 
times, especially upon scholarship and literature, no one will 
dispute. If we should inquire the cause, as we are bound to 
do if we would appreciate the results of his life, we should 
consider several contributing agencies, for as the final issue 
is complex, so the causes are manifold and should be sepa- 
rated to be understood. 

In physique, firm but not robust; in facial expression, 
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cheerful, resolute, reserving more than he reveals ; in form, 
erect; in step, quick and elastic; in temperament, nervous, 
but disciplined into self-control; in intellectual texture, 
superfine, as in intellectual spirit grasping and eager for all 
knowledge; in social impulse, fraternal and amiable; in 
religious faith, simple and sublime, as in ethical life, pure 
and godly; — such in outline is Professor Strong. 

Under psychological analysis he bears inspection and 
reveals idiosyncrasies. Of English descent on his father's 
side and of Dutch ancestry in his mother's line, he inherited 
persistent purpose from the one and the inquiring spirit from 
the other. In all his labors and achievements no character- 
istics have been more prominent than these. In this in- 
stance heredity contributed helpful and usable endowments, 
and the heir consciously unfolded under their agreeable and 
united leadership. Unfortunate had it been had other quali- 
ties disputed the supremacy of these primal rulers, involving 
his mental life in contradiction, confusion, and uncertainty. 
Happily, his intellectual nature was in harmony with itself, 
which accounts for his transparent perceptions of truth, his 
completeness of detail in investigation, his logical power of 
defense, and his reposeful faith in finalities. Easily discov- 
erable, as a distinctive trait, is his exquisite literary taste 
which has always given direction to his studies and insured 
elegance and lucidity as well as force and persuasion in ex- 
pression. Its peculiar manifestation is ever visible in his 
selection of great subjects for contemplation and investi- 
gation. To dwell on trivial themes is the province of small 
minds. Dr. Strong never played with insects ; his life has 
been spent in scaling mountains and scalping their summits. 
Hence, the task of cyclopaedia-making has been his delight; 
a philological and historical defense of the accepted author- 
ship of the biblical books, has been his pastime ; the exeget- 
ical interpretation of Old Testament history and theology has 
afforded him intellectual rapture ; while the profound study 
of the problems of Christianity, and the preparation of a Con- 
cordance of the Holy Scriptures, together with many minor 
works on ecclesiastical themes, have proved the versatility of 
his mind, the abundance of his patience, the discrimination 
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of his taste, and the symmetry and equipoise of his mental 
habits. In philology, science, and biblical literature, he is 
an acknowledged authority, because early in life he mastered 
the laws of language, the facts of science, and the historical 
genesis and results of biblicism, applying them, as the years 
moved along, to all the varying problems of human thought 
as they came before him for solution. We commend the 
habit of selecting great subjects and devoting the life to 
them, as a prime condition of eminent success. 

It follows from the preceding that he has an immense 
capacity for work, for without it his achievements have no ex- 
planation. Nevertheless, the secret of his history is not alone 
in the fact that he can work, or that he has worked, but in the 
fact that he knows how to work. He is an excellent exam- 
ple of literary industry, toiling regularly, constantly, effect- 
ively, knowing no ennui, ever living with the inspiration of a 
possible result before him. During the terms of the Semi- 
nary, lecture he must, and faithful is he in this department 
of instruction ; but the midnight oil finds him at his desk 
with a busy pen, or dictating to employed helpers. Neither 
day nor night ; neither summer nor winter ; neither sea nor 
land, interrupt his inquiries, or betray him into silence or 
recreation. He is a giant when his burdens are greatest. 
He is in a normal state when he lifts the hills from their 
bases, and boldly winks at the stars in the vain hope of woo- 
ing them from their orbits. It is true to say that he is 
always employed ; living in a realm where scholars only are 
at home. 

In these statements, however, we have not exactly defined 
his method of industry, nor may we do more than to indicate 
the characteristics of his method, or the psychological prin- 
ciples that intuitively govern him in his inquiries. Few 
scholars are more original in plan and research, or are more 
determined to go to the sources of things, than this indefat- 
igible worker. Rarely does he trust the conclusions of 
others, but holds as a rule that he must verify or prove all 
things before he concurs. To be able to fall back on original 
sources is not so much a mark of genius as it is an evidence 
of vast learning and fabulous acquisitions. In this partic- 
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ular, however, Dr. Strong excels, as easily tracing a word to 
its etymological source in the Hebrew, Arabic, Greek, Cop- 
tic, or Sanskrit, as a scientific fact to Huxley? Darwin, Lin- 
naeus, or Cuvier, or nature, or a religious teaching to the 
Bible or church history. Neither language, nor science, nor 
literature, nor the biblical sources, block his way, but rather 
illuminate his progressive steps and point him to safe con- 
clusions. And when a problem is solved, or a position taken, 
he is immovable, because the process that leads to the result 
is logical and incontrovertible. Hence, when mere rhetoric 
or intricate fallacy dispute him he displays the mental cour- 
age of a conqueror, and is unyielding in the presence of 
sophistry and ignorance. If the scholar may be invincible 
against all opposition, Dr. Strong has clearly earned the 
right to resist superficial questioning, for it is seldom that he 
has been obliged to retract or modify his well-established 
conclusions. 

In method of reasoning he is strictly analytical, and 
apparently writes from long premeditation of a subject. 
Thinking spontaneously, he speaks from matured conviction, 
and always after a mental process that projects itself not in 
form but in spirit, in premises and conclusions. With keen 
eye he separates between illicit and logical interpretations of 
facts or truths, between transient and essential elements, and 
employs details usually as illustrations of principles, but 
sometimes with startling effect as main arguments. For he 
is wise enough to recognize that sometimes a single fact will 
destroy the most elaborate theory, and a little history will 
undermine the most stately philosophy. In his analytical 
work he aims to clear the subject of adventitious adjuncts 
and reduce it to the simplest terms. This, however, is only 
preliminary to the subsequent defense of the main proposi- 
tion which grows on his hands with the multiplication of his 
arguments. Finishing his task, he is ready to submit it to 
critic, antagonist, or to the great inquiring world, with few 
reservations and without fear. In method of inquiry, in 
pursuit of truth, and in that self-assurance that positive 
results produce, he is strictly Platonic, being guided, how- 
ever, in his judgments and reflections more by the biblical 
spirit than by the temper of the academy. 
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We must not overlook in Dr. Strong that which is an orna- 
ment as well as an inspiration — the religious factor. Sincerity 
and devoutness, reverence and spirituality, faith and a prayer- 
ful spirit, constitute the unseen forces of his active life. 
Though a layman, he has the instincts of a theologian, with 
the added advantage that a non -ministerial view sometimes 
gives a thinker, and pushes his inquiries into the vast fields 
of biblical and ecclesiastical literature, as though he belonged 
to the hierarchy of Priests, rendering rare services to the 
Christian church by his devotion to its purposes and mission. 
In theology he is consistently Wesleyan, holding to the beliefs 
and customs of the Methodists with commendable loyalty and 
integrity. Nevertheless, he is of irenic spirit, recognizing 
the place and value of all other Christian bodies in the evan- 
gelical movement of the times, and applauding them for the 
work they are doing. Without a taint of bigotry, he never- 
theless respects denominational ties ; and without a taint of 
heterodoxy, he nevertheless is progressive within the limits 
of historic conservatism and according to the certified results 
of criticism and discovery. In these days of agnosticism and 
rationalism, when professors are turning from the faith, it is 
fitting to mention one who, having probed science, philology, 
history, and the Bible, as thoroughly as the so-called critics 
have done, finds no reason for abandoning historical beliefs, 
but on the contrary abundant evidence in their behalf. Dr. 
Strong accepts the Mosaic authorship of the Pentateuch, the 
Davidic origin of a majority of the Psalms, the Isaian author- 
ship of the Book of Isaiah, and the Messianic and prophetic 
element in the prophetical books, besides the Johannine 
authorship of the fourth Gospel, and the canonical integrity 
of the New Testament. He repudiates the attempt to de- 
grade the doctrine of inspiration, to establish the doctrine of 
errancy, and to empty the Bible of the supernatural. He is 
not in sympathy with destructive higher criticism, or with 
the modern types of skepticism, all too prevalent in colleges 
and seminaries. At the same time no one is investigating 
more thoroughly, or is guided more intelligently in the study 
of critical problems of to-day, and no one accepts new results 
more cheerfully, than this standard bearer of genuine ortho- 
doxy. 
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With this outline we must close. As an author, Dr. Strong 
is distinguished ; as a professor, he is marked as a master ; 
as a thinker, his name is on the roll of earth's original in- 
quirers ; as a scholar, he is in repute as an authority. Only 
within sight of his seventieth birthday, he promises at least ten 
years more of hard toil for truth and humanity. 



